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An Account of the late Revival of Religion at Taunton; 
Sinifhed. 


Onmietimes; as before obferv’d, they are comforted 
and refrefhed by renewed Difcoveries of the Glory of 
God in the Face of ‘fefus. ---Then how do they blefs 
his holy Name which is infinitely exalted above al! 
Bleffing and Praife '! How feelingly and delightfullyedo they 
tell of the Wonders of his Love to fuch unworthy Creatures 
as they are ' How do they fpeak of the Glories of Free 
Grace, of the Way of Salvation by Chrift, of the Pleafures 
of Religion ' How feelingly do they appear to loth and abhor 
themfelves, repenting in Duft and Afhes ;---to Jong to tive 
always thus near to God ; to be freed from Sin in Heart and 
Life ; to fear a refting in their Frames, in themfe! Ives, or any 
Thing fhort of Chrift ; ; and to labour to groty in Grace and 
inthe Knowledge of our Lord and Savicur 

Some indeed appear to have more clear and frequent Dif 
coveries of theGlory of the Lord, and make fwifterAdvances 
in the divine Life ; living nearer to God, exercilinz mor 
Tendernefs Watchfulnefs & Circum! pection in theirChrittia 
Waik than others ; and grow more in a dorinal and ex$s 
rimental Acquaintance with God and Chri, and the New- 
Covenant Way of Salvation, ard with the 1. ceitfulnefs and 
defperate Wickednefs of their own Hearts. 

But God feems to be leading moft or al of them info the 
Wildernefs ; 3 to humble and prove them, that they mav feé 
thore of their gee and may be tanght to live more dy 
P sists asd te fy hy Se 
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Tho’ indeed as I before intimated, the wife Virgins are 
too much flumbring with the Fosli/b ; but fome feem to hay- 
a greater Senfe of it than others, and mourn more under 
and after Deliverance from it. 

And tho’ many, as I have faid before, who were awatened 
have fallen away to their former Security ; yet what Wonds 
is it? Isit any Thing new ? Or what might not have been 
expected? Is this therefore a Reafon for concluding, « 
either tho/e were not under {criptural Convictions or that othe 
have not been converted ? 

And tho’ further, a few that received ‘Joy and Comfort, 
give awfulProof that they never experienced a favingChange , 
and even fome that made a public Profeflion of Chritt, gi 
awful Grounds te fear left they areStrangers to him ; yeta 

hefe Things fo ftrange and unheard of, as to give Warra 
to conclude that none of them are any better ? “There are, 
and have ever been Hypocrites, and Stony-ground Hearers » 
the Church ; and fhall we aét agreable to Scripture orRealn 
if we fay that therefore none are fincere ? Indeed there 
abundant Reafon to blefs God, that /o few of the proteiie: 
Subjects of this Work appear to apo/fatize in Proportion ts 
the great Numbers who give all the Evidences of a fupern:- 
tural and abiding Change that we can reafonably expect. 

And tho’ twa, as Il remember, for a few Hours whilft us- 
der Convictions of Sin andW rath, were fo over-power’d as 
lofe the free Exercife of Reafon ; yet is this fo anti-feripturs 
as to warrant us to conclude the Perfons were not under th 
Convictions of the Holy Spirit, tho’ diffracted by divine Te 
rors, as Heman was? 

And tho’ I believe, fome have been tin&tured with Enti- 
fiajm, which | believe they are come or coming off from, # 
they grow more experienced ; yet is it at all wonderful that 
true Chriltians fhould be thus tinGeored ; when we conlcr 
the remaining Darknefs of their Underftandings, the Malice 
andSubtlety of Satan, with our natural Pronenefs to run fro: 
ene Extream to another ? 

As to what has been reported of the Subjeéts of this W ork, 
that they Neglec? their fecular Bujfine/s by going to fo mar 


Meetings ; --- I would fay, it has not been fo with us ; det 
they have generally, and I know n t but univerfally, workes 
as much or more than ever, and with more Cheertulnets am 
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They have indeed been more converfantinthe Dutes of Re 
4 tigion ; but they have redeemed their Time tor thele Pv 
from Idlene/s, Tavern-baunting, Fralicts, merry Mfectings 2 
wala Conver [ation : and where is the Harm of ¢! 
Church orCommon- Wealth ? Indeed forme whi ft un reat 
Comvitions or frong Con/olation mig he, & I believe did,in tome 
| Meafure negleét their Bufinels: But what Wonder of 
a I would obferve here, that for all the Cry there may have 


& been about /o many Mesting: of late Years,as if fuch and fuch 
© Places or Perfons would be undone ; God has been pleates to 
i . 

: load us abundantly with his Benefits, to give as great or erea- 


S ter Plenty of Provifion thefe few Years pait than ever 


' 





4 As for what is reported about Drvr/iens being occalioned by 
3 s Werk; 1 would fay,---It has been I believe the accndental 
© Cau/ethercof, which I think ts no jultGrround of Preju 
aint it. It cannot be expected that the Power of Godline!s 
thould Alourifh in fucha Degree as it has done, and not 
f oppofed by the Dewi! and the Luffi of Alen. But the Dx 
ines infifted on and bieifed here in carrying on this Work, 
have no other than an eccidenta! Tendemy to create Dis ; 
& «s you may fee in theAccount of them I have given you ; a 
4 e Subyed?s of the Work and fuch as appear friend y to it 
7 ited by thefe Thing 
‘ lo fum up all in a Word---There are many Thinei’ 
Pe fthe Subred?s of thisWork, about tt Jenprudemcies, bre 
4 43, ec. fome of which are fal/¢ of er Vi repre ’ 
or charging thofe Things upon ai] w ne pe 
lryof; ormayv I think bea 
& either that many appear friemdsy CO ts Work « 
; rted, orthat thole who arc comverted, are in a State 
nterfellion. 
‘? But if Perfons will receive none as Chriflians 
m 3 divine Influence ex ept fuch as they can fee no | 
where will they find any Chriftians in ther Efteem thea 
upon Earth 
And now, if after the A e! ec i } ft : 
fthe Revival and Prog fa Vi x os ’ 
ein the late Day ot at ( t a 
of } afm ; lea ‘ W ha 
4 a " _ V this lt true i 
to j f we hind 
¥ ; ‘ i 
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for my own Part, that if thefe Things are not trueReligion, 
E know not what it is either in Theory or by Experience, 
But who is the Author of thefe Things, and what are their 
Tendency ? Is it not evident that they are from God and leag 
directly to God? Whois he that opens the Eyes of blind 
Sinners té fee their Sin and Mifery by Nature? Whoa. 
wakens thofe who were at eafe in Zion, making them earp- 
eftly follicitous to be brought out of the Kingdom of Dark. 
nefs into the Kingdom of God’s dear Son ? Who difcovers 
to Men the Secrets of their Hearts exa€tly anfwering to what 
is written in God’s /Vord concerning them ; humbles them 
at the Feet of divine Sovereignty, and brings them to fubmit 
to ih¢ Richteoufnefs of God ; opens their Eyes to fee the 
Glory, All-fufficiency, Suitablenefs and Willingnefs of the 
dear Redeemer to fave even the chief of Sinners who come 
unto (sod by him ; giving thema fpiritual View of thet 
great | Truths according to the Scripture, effe@tually perfuad- 
jng and enabling them to reccive him and reft upon Aim and 
bim @lone for Salvation according to the Gofpel ?- Who makes 
Sinners fee and feel their fpiritual Poverty, and mourn under 
it and vehemently and infatiably hunger and thirft after 
Chrift and bis Rightesufne/s, efteeming him as the chiefeft a- 

nong téa Thoufand, as One altogether lovely, &e. Who 
opens the Eyes of Sinners to fee the odious Nature and De- 
ferts of Sin, and the real Beauty of Haoline/s, and makes them 
prize and long and feek after Chrift’s whole Salvation? Who 
makes them complain of indwelling Sin as their greareft Bur 
den, and long for perfe& Deliverance therefrom, for Purity of 
Heart and Life? Who changes their Tempers, fo that they 
come to love and relifh thofe Things which once they hated 
and difrelifhed, and fo 2 contra 2 Who makes them leave of 
their former finful Ways, and change their vain Companion 
for the Company of thofe who are moit ferious and fpiritual ; 
makes them delight in and attegd diligently and feriouflyfupon 
Ordinances, and yet mourn if they only meet with empty 
Ordinances,e. Who is the Zuthor of thefe Things ? But the 
eternal, fovereign and aimighty Spirit of Grace ? For which 
forever adored be his haly Name. 

And what is the natural Tendeucy of thefe Things but te 
make Mea baly, perfet and bappy, according to the Account 
given us of the Recovery of fallen Man in the Gofpel ? ii 
thefe Things aie only the Effects cf aa overheated] nagipation, 
how 
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how fhall I be certain of the Reality of any Thing, that I love 
any Perfon, or delight iz any Thing, Se But I forbear--- 
only I would fay to thofe who cavil at or reject thefe Things 
as the Work of Satan, idle Dreams or Imagination, &c. come 
jafle and fee: candidly and impartially examine and let Scrip- 
ture be Judge.---It feems if they would do thus, their Minds 
would be changed.---But perhaps fome will fay that thefe 
Things which you have given us an Account of and call a 
Work of God are right and fcriptural.--- You have nothing 
againft thefe ‘Things. 

Well, I have endeavoured to write the Truth.--I have con- 
yerfed with the Subjects of this Work, and am bound in 
Charity to believe what they fay they have been convinced 
of, €¥¢. upon which their Lives were changed, &%¢. which 
Things I have endeavoured to give you an Account of. 

My Prayer to God has been that] might doit with Up- 
rightnefs and Sincerity as in his Sight, and I hope I have had 
in fome Meafure his gracious Affiftance. May God accept 
of it as aT eftimony for him, and accompany it with his Blef- 
fing, mercifully forgiying me all my Infirmities which I have 
been guilty of in writing it, for his Names Sake ! 

And thus defiring your Prayers for me that I may make full 
Proof of my Miniftry, &c. for my Charge, that God would 
gracioufly revive and carry on his own Work here more glo- 
oufly.----that he would plead his own Caufe andWork when 
Men make void his Law.---I fubfcribe my {elf your younger 
and unworthy Fellow-Labourer in the Gofpel of the deareit 
Jefus, 


Fcfiab Crocker. 


P. S. I have been in fome Meafure acquainted with 
the late Revival of Religion in many other Places, 
asin Middleborough both Parifhes, in Plimouth, fome of 
the Parifhes in Bridgewater, Raynham, Berkeley, Norton, 
Attleborough, Martha’s-!ineyard, and other Places. And as 
far as lam capable of judging, the divineInfluence is the true 
Spring thereof, and the Revival appears to be the fame for 
Subitance in every of thefe Places.---They appear to have the 
ime Grounds of Diftrefs and Joy, &¢. the fame After-Com- 
plaints and Delights, evidencing, that it is the fame Om- 
niprefent fovereign and eternal Spirit of Grace, who is the 
Author of thefe Things, who gives forth his Influences to 
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what Perfon or People, and whenfoever he will and none 
may ftay his almighty Hand,or fay unto him what doft thoy 
or why doft thou thus. The fameSpirit ourFore-Fathers and 
we have been praying for, &c. tho’ it may be fome of ys 
knew not what we did.---As the perfonal Coming of the 
Meffias in the Fieth, &c. which the ‘Jews had been praying 
and waiting for, was not according to theExpe€tations of the 
carnal ‘Jews, yea, his own Difciples laboured under mach 
Ignorance, and had many grofs Apprehenfions of his Perfon 
Manner of Coming, Kingdom, &c. May we not therefore 
juftly expeét that Chrift’s coming to his People according to 
his Promife by his Spirit, tho’ they have been praying for it, 
fhould be miftaken by many of his profeffed People. ‘fob. 
1.12. Weare fo prone to limit the holyOne of Tfrael, thro’ 
our natural Ignorance, Pride, &c. that we are for rejecting 
him when he comes not to us and works not according to 
that Plan we have laid out in our ownMinds for him to work 
by, &c. O let us judge of God and his Works by Faith, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures. . 
Yours, &c. 


F. Crecker, 





4s we are about to give the Public fomeAccount of the late extra- 
ordinary Work of God in this Metropolis of New-Enc- 
LAND ; we think it convenient to infert previoufly fome Ac- 
counts of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, a2 eminent Inftrument 
thereof ; as they fucceffively arrived before his Appearance 
here, and which prepar’d the Way for bis Entertainment and 
{uccefsful Labours among us. 


T was in the Year 1738, we were firft furpriz’d with the 
News of Mr.Whitefieldas a youngMinifter of theChurch of 
England of flamingPiety ,and Zeal for thePower of Godlinefs: 
Who this Year fail’d from London to Gibraltar andGeorgia + ; 
being appointed Minifter of Frederica in that Province, znd 
after a few Months Stay returned thro’ Jreland to England 
for Priefts Orders, |! being ordained only a Deacon before. 
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+ His two fir? Journals. || Letter tothe Prebendary ot 


St. Pauls. 
The 
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The Year following we were yet more furpriz’d to hear of 
hisPreaching the Dodtrines of the Martyrs and other Reformers, 
which were the fame our Fore- Fathers brought over hither : 
Particularly the great Doctrines of Original Sin, of Regene- 
ration by the DIVINE Spirit, ‘fuftification by Faith only, &c. 
and this with amazing Affiduity Power and Succefs: which 
extraordinary Appearance,efpecially in theChurch of England, 
together with the vaftMultitudes of eople that flock’d to hear 
him, drew our Attention to every Thing that was publithed 
concerning him. 

The latter End of this Year he left England, being prefen- 
ted by the Honourable Truffees ot Georgia to the Living at 
Savanna : and arrived at Philadelphia the fecond of No- 
vember, preached there on Lord’s-Day and every Day in the 
Week after. November 8th, began to preach from the Court- 
Houfe Gallery about /x at Night to near fx Thou/and People, 
who ftood in awful Silence to hear him; and fo every 
Night ’till Lord’s-Day Evening. November 12th, He fet out 
for New-York : Where he arrived two Days after, and there 

alfo preach’d with great Power and Efficacy. An Account 
of which, with fome more particular Defcription of his Per fon 
and Doé?rines, were drawn up by an ingenious Gentleman, 
and publifh’d inthe New-Lngland ‘Journal, from which we 
fele&t the following Pajjages : 


HE Rev. Mr. Whitefield arrived at the City of Metv-Yoré 

on Wednefday the 14th Inftant, a little before Nighr. 

The next Day in the Afternoon he preached in the Fields to 
many Hundreds of People. 

Among the Hearers, the Perfon who gives this Account, 
was one. I fear Curiofity was the Motive that led me and 
many others into that Afiembly. I had read two or three of 
Mr. Whitefiela’s Sermons and Part of his Journal, and from 
thence had obtained a fcitled Opinion, that ke was a good 
Man. ‘Thus far was I prejudiced in his Favour. But then 
having heard of much Oppofition, and many Clamours a- 
gainft him, I tho’t it poflible that he might have carried 
Matters too far.---That fome Enthufia/m might have mix’g 
itfelf with his Piety, and that his Zeal might have exceeded 
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his Knowledge.----With thefe Prepoffeffions I went into the 
Fields ; when I came there, I faw a greatINumber of People, 
confifting of Chri/tians of all Denominations, fome ‘Fews,and 
afew, I believe, that had no Religion at all. When Mr. 
Whitefield came to thePlace before deligned, which wasa little 
Eminence on the fide of aHill he ftood {till & beckned with his 
Hand, and difpos’d the Multitude upon the Defcent, before, 
and on each fideofhim. He then prayed mof? exceilently, in 
the fame Manner (I guefs) that the firft Minifters of the 
Chriftian Church prayed, before they were fhackled with 
Forms. The Afflembly foon appeared to be divided into 
two Companies, the one of which I confidered under the 
Name of GOD’s Church, and the other the Devil’s Chappel, 
The fir were collected round the Minifter, and were very 
ferious and attentive. The /af had placed themfelves in the 
Skirts of the Aflembly, and fpent moft of their Time in gig- 
ling, fcoffing, talking and laughing. I believe the Minifter 
faw them, for in his Sermon, obferving the Cowardice and 
Shamefacednefs of Chriffians in Chrift’s Caufe, he pointed 
towards this Aflembly, and reproached the former with the 
Boldnefs and Zeal with which the Devil’s Vaffals ferve him. 
‘Towards the laft Prayer, the whole Affembly appeared more 
united, and all became hufh’d and ftill; a folemn Awe 
and Reverence appeared in the Faces of moft, a mighty 
Energy attended the Word. 1 heard and felt fomething 2- 
ftonifhing and furprifing, but, I confefs, I was not at that 
Time fully rid of my Scruples. But as I tho’t I faw a vifible 
Prefence of GOD with Mr. Whitefield, 1 kept my Doubts 
to my felf. 

Under thisFrame of Mind, I went to hear him in the £ven- 
ing atthe Prefbyterian Church, where he expounded toabove 
two ThoufandPeople within & withoutDoors. I never in my 
Life, faw fo attentive an Audience : Mr. Whitefield {pake as 
one having Authority : All he faid was Demonftration, Life 
and Power ! The Peoples Eyes and Ears hung on_ his Lips. 
They greedily devour’d every Word. I came Home atto- 
nifhed ! Every Scruple vanifhed ; I never faw nor heard thé 
bike ; and] faid within my felf, Surely God is with this Man 
ofa Truth: He preach’d and expounded in this Mannet 
twice every Day for four Days, and his Evening Afemblies wets 
continually increafing. 


(Fa be continues. 





